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This and That

 Our readers write - See Letters, page 2

Be wary of North Carolina
See JCTC, page 3

My friend and occasional writer for 
our newspaper, John Braham, dropped 
in to visit Sunday. I shuddered when he 
told me he’d be stopping in North Caro-
lina the next day.

I warned him experience has taught 
me that strange and dangerous things of-
ten occur in that state.

I was a young boy on a family sum-
mer vacation the first time I found my-
self in North Carolina. On that trip, our 
car overheated and we nearly died of 
heat stroke before we found water for 

the radiator. We got lost near Cape Hat-
teras and couldn’t find anyone who spoke 
recognizable English to give us directions. 
Besides that, my sister was bitten by a horse 
fly as big as a dachshund and she cried for 
two days.

We were relieved to get back home and 
my father had a warning for me.

“We’re lucky to have escaped that state 
alive, son,” he said. “A man must use all his 
wits to survive in North Carolina.”

That wasn’t my only North Carolina 
adventure. A few years ago, a friend talked 
me into taking a motorcycle trip to the Tar 
Heel state. 

The first night on that trip, I turned 
on the television as I relaxed in my motel 
room.

“Evacuate ocean-front homes immedi-
ately and prepare to take higher ground,” 

the newsman said. “Hurricane winds are 
expected to slam into the North Carolina 
coast in the morning with winds in excess 
of 100 mph. This is an extremely serious 
situation.” 

Also on that trip, a drunken guy ap-
proached me in a restaurant, convinced I 
was his best friend from high school. He 
told me a weird story about how his girl-
friend had kicked him out of the house 
even though he’d put new tires on her car.

I’d never been arrested before that trip 
to North Carolina. I told that to the police-
man who pulled me over in an unmarked 
police car outside of Boone, North Caro-
lina. I was very polite when I talked to 
him. I guess that’s why he said he was 
going to do me a favor.

“Mr., this is your lucky day,” he said. 
“I’m in such a good mood, I’m not going 

to make you go to court. Just write me a 
check for $70 and be on your way.”

I don’t usually get into arguments but I 
did on that trip, with a guy from Pakistan. 
I still don’t know what the argument was 
about because he didn’t speak English and 
my Pakistani isn’t too good.

The weirdness continued as I tried to 
get out of North Carolina. I got stuck in a 
thunderstorm with raindrops as big as salad 
dishes. The interstate was closed, I got hit 
by a flying quart of oil and the dye in my 
motorcycle gloves turned my hands so 
black a girl at a fast food restaurant thought 
I suffered from a terrible physical affliction.

I told John about my experiences and 
advised him to take plenty of insect repel-
lent on his trip. I didn’t want him to be car-
ried away by one of those North Carolinian 
man-eating horse flies.
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The school year, 
which began last 
Wednesday, August 16, 
got off to a smooth start 
says new Superintendent 
Larry Hammond.

“We’ve had very few, 
if any, problems,” said 
Hammond. “I’ve visited 
all the buildings, talk-
ed with principals and 
teachers and checked 
with our transportation 
personnel. Everyone 
seems pleased.”

Although the numbers 
could slightly change in 
the coming weeks, di-
rector of pupil person-
nel Roxann Booth, says 
there are 1,650 students 
enrolled in preschool to 
12th grade and 1,549 
enrolled in kindergarten 
through 12th grade.

“Those are about the 
numbers we expected,” 
said Booth. “We may be 
up a little from last year 
but not a great amount. 
We’ll have a better idea 
after Labor Day.”

“I’ve examined popu-
lation data  from the Uni-
versity of Louisville,” 
Hammond said. “All 
factors point to contin-
ued growth in Gallatin 
County, not by big num-
bers but the county’s 
population is expected 

to grow slightly for the 
foreseeable future.”

Hammond said con-
struction on the school’s 
new bus garage is nearly 
complete and the move 
from the old garage to 
the new one is taking 
place this week.

“Next, the board will 
have to discuss how it 
wants to take down the 
old garage,” Hammond 
said. “The building has 
been there for decades, 
is in bad shape and is a 
hazard.”

Every high school 
student will receive a 
free Chromebook lap-
top computer this year. 
Those computers are be-
ing passed out this week 
to those who have com-
pleted the required pa-
perwork.

This is Hammond’s 
second week on the job 
and he says he’s enjoy-
ing his work here.

“This is a great place 
and I’m delighted and 
honored to be hired as 
Gallatin County’s in-
terim superintendent,” 
Hammond said. “The 
administrators, teachers, 
staff and students have 
been wonderful to work 
with. I’m sure we’re go-
ing to have a great year.”

Eclipse viewers in 
Gallatin County weren’t 
totally in the dark Mon-
day afternoon, but ev-
eryone seemed to be 
thrilled by the view just 
the same.

“This was a fantas-
tic event and a great 
learning experience,” 

said Roxann Booth, the 
school system’s direc-
tor of pupil personnel. 
“The Board of Educa-
tion can’t thank the pub-
lic library enough for 
providing every student 
a pair of eclipse glasses 
for free. Director Shir-
ley Warnick delivered 

the glasses to every 
school and provided in-
structions on how to use 
them. The school sys-
tem is fortunate to have 
a wonderful partnership 
with the library.”

The library gave out 
3,200 eclipse glasses 
with 2,000 going to the 

school system.
Among those who 

enjoyed the celebrat-
ed event was Miranda 
Baker, who watched the 
eclipse with her three 
young children in the 
yard next to their home 
on Warsaw’s Main St.

“We’ve been look-
ing forward to this for 
days,” said Baker. “The 
kids couldn’t wait to 
put on their glasses and 
check it out.”

“I find this so excit-
ing,” said County Clerk 
Tracy Miles. “It’s in-
credible that you can see 
the moon crossing across 
the sun even in shadows 
on the ground. It seems 
like a miracle and I’m so 
happy the weather coop-
erated so we could expe-
rience it!”

The moon blocked 
out about 95 percent of 
the sun here at 2:28 p.m. 
Skies were clear and 
temperatures dropped 
about 6 degrees at the 
eclipse’s peak.

Twenty-one Kentucky 
counties experienced a 
total eclipse, Monday, 
along with other areas 
from Oregon to South 
Carolina.

Viewers won’t have 
to wait long for the next 
eclipse. Another total so-
lar eclipse will cross the 
United States on April 8, 
2024. The center of its 
path will bring it even 
closer to Gallatin County.

With financial help 
from her supportive 
community, 2010 Galla-
tin County High School 
graduate Annabeth 
Edens had a summer 
she’ll remember for the 
rest of her life.

Edens, who teach-
es middle school in 
Georgetown, KY, spent 
the summer traveling 
and studying in the Unit-
ed Kingdom. The oppor-
tunity was made possible 
by a scholarship she won 

from the English Speak-
ing Union’s Kentucky 
branch.

While overseas, she 
studied British Politics 
and Gender in Society 
at Exeter College, Ox-
ford University, for three 
weeks. That’s the same 
school where the famous 
English author J.R.R. 
Tolkien, who wrote Lord 
of the Rings and The 
Hobbit Series, studied.

During the summer, 
Eden earned distinction 
for her research papers 
including “Blood, Toil, 
Tears and Sweat: The 
1945 Election and Short-
comings of Winston 
Churchill”.

When she wasn’t in 
class or researching, 
Edens traveled to Ed-
inburgh, Bath and Lon-
don. Among the celeb-
rities she met was Sir 
Roger Bannister, a cel-
ebrated doctor and the 
first runner to break the Annabeth Edens at Exeter College in front 

of one of the university’s libraries.

The Jefferson Com-
munity and Technical 
College (JCTC), where 
many Gallatin County 
students continue their 
education, has opened 
a new and much larger 
building to serve its ex-
panding student body.

The $16 million fa-
cility located on Hwy. 
227 in Carrollton was 
officially opened on Au-
gust 9, in a ceremony at-

tended by school, state, 
and county officials. The 
Carrollton campus had 
been downtown on Main 
Street. Before that, it was 
located in a strip mall on 
Hwy. 227, where school 
started in 1990.

JCTC will now be 
a major part of the 
Kentucky Community 
& Technical College 
(KCTC) system that in-

Jona Fuellhart gave her daughter, Kinley 
Sullivan, something to laugh about on her 
first day of kindergarten last Wednesday. 
Photo by Kelley Warnick

School year
gets off to a
good start
New superintendent
pleased with first week

People were checking out the solar eclipse, everywhere you looked Monday afternoon, . 
Above, there were no classes Monday but high school teachers and staff took time to watch 
the solar show. Pictured at the school are (left to right): Hannah Ping, Hannah French, Kaycee 
Thompson, Anna Besselman, Gary Groves and Cathy Bronk. Bottom left, Georgia Moore-
head, Matthew Boots and  Ella Moorehead watched the eclipse with their mother, Miranda 
Baker. Bottom right, about 94 percent of the sun was blocked out by the moon in Gallatin 
County at 2:28 p.m. Photos by Kelley Warnick

Partial eclipse drew a crowd

Annabeth Edens’ studies take
her to the United Kingdom

JCTC makes a move

See Edens, page 3


