
 Owensboroans and visitors to the city 
headed outdoors Monday, braving the heat, 
for what might be a once-in-a-lifetime event.

Toby Vansickle, 14, of Owensboro, stood 
outside with others in his eighth-grade class 
at Owensboro Middle School-North after 
the group spent the morning watching the 
live feed stream of the 2017 Great Ameri-
can Eclipse. They all turned their attention 
upward about 1 p.m. to peer through their 
eclipse viewers when the moon began its 
transit to block the sun.

He thought it was cool when the lights 
surrounding the school’s parking lot came 
on, and the insects became louder, suspect-
ing it was evening.

Myla Curry, 13, of Owensboro, said she 
expected the sky to go completely dark, and 
to be able to see stars, and was surprised to 
learn that didn’t happen.

“I also expected there to be a flash of light 
when the sun started to reappear,” she said.

Daviess County Public Schools students 
also spent the morning learning about the 
eclipse before all heading outside to view 
the phenomenon with protective eyewear 
and pinhole devices.

Cody Cof fman, 10, of Lewisport, is a 
fifth-grade student at East View Elementary 
School who spent a portion of the morning 
learning about eclipse safety.

Coffman said it was important to wear 
proper eye care when viewing the eclipse.

“They are only for the sun, and you 
shouldn’t walk around with them on, 
because you can’t see anything around you,” 
he said.

The Western Kentucky Botanical Garden 
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Eclipse popular for students, residents and visitors
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Owensboro 
Mayor Ron 
Payne likes to 

say that “Owensboro 
is on the move,” and 
he often follows it by 
saying that no other 
city in Kentucky has 
as much going on as 
Owensboro.

Last week, in his annual “State 
of the City” address, Payne made 
that case again, with details 
supporting the claim. He seized 
on the fact that 58 public and 

private projects are currently 
under way in the community 
with a total value of $759 million, 
all of which he 
said contribute 
to a strong local 
economy.

Larry Boswell 
doesn’t doubt it. “I’ve 
lived here all my 
life, and it’s been a 
long time coming,” 
Boswell said.

Boswell is 
business manager of the 
386-member Owensboro 
Local 1701 of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers union. These days, 
according to Bowell, it’s full 
employment time for the local, 

with more than 200 members 
working on the new Owensboro 
Medical Health System hospital 

between Pleasant 
Valley Road and 
Daniels Lane off U.S. 
60 East.

The hospital and 
a long list of other 
projects outlined 
by Payne keep 
the local’s other 
electricians working 
steadily, with 

journeymen earning the top rate 
of $29.02 a hour, plus benefits, 
Boswell said.

“It’s been very beneficial 
to us,” Boswell said. “All our 
members are working. It’s 
definitely a boost compared to 

the two years prior (to 2010). 
We started seeing the increase 
toward the end of 2010. 2012 
is projected to be great. ... It’s 
really looking good for any 
electrical contractor, union or 
nonunion.”

Some of the projects 
on Payne’s list are close to 
completion, such as the Kentucky 
National Guard Readiness 
Center, the new state office 
building and the downtown river 
wall project. But others, including 
the downtown convention center 
and Hampton Inn & Suites hotel, 
are set to begin this spring. 
Boswell said spin-off projects 
related to the hospital and 
downtown projects hold potential 
for more construction jobs.

“It looks like several years of 
work,” he said.

For his fourth “State of the 
City” speech Thursday at the 
Greater Owensboro Chamber 
of Commerce’s Rooster Booster 
breakfast, Payne delivered a 
glowing report on the city’s 
health, shining a light on the size 
of the surplus in the city’s general 
fund and moderate-to-low tax 
rates compared to 13 other first- 
and second-class cities. He spent 
the bulk of his time presenting 
the list of ongoing, just finished 
or soon-to-start projects and 
the city’s lower-than-average 
unemployment rate. While the 
national unemployment rate is  
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Gary Emord-Netzley, Messenger-Inquirer gemord-netzley@messenger-inquirer.com 691-7318
Salsman Brothers Inc. employees, Jewell Galloway of Madisonville, left, and C.J. Brummett of Dawson Springs, cover a section of concrete wall on the second of two bridges on Ken-
tucky 144 on Thursday afternoon. The bridge work is part of the first phase of the U.S. 60 Bypass Extension project under way east of Owensboro. The Bypass Extension is one of 58 
public and private projects currently under way in the community with a total value of $759 million.

Projects boosting employment, economic growth

The total 
economic impact, 
according to 
Mayor Ron Payne, 
will be $1.3 
billion.
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Owensboro-Daviess County 
Regional Airpor t had another 
record-breaking year in 2011.

And officials there are hoping 
to set yet another record for pas-
sengers in 2012.

In 2010, the airport boarded 
slightly more than 16,000 passen-
gers, primarily on Allegiant Air 
flights to Orlando, Fla.

Last year, boardings continued 
to climb to 16,849.

And Ray Assmar, board chair-
man, says, “We should bounce 

close to 20,000 this year.”
The 2011 numbers might have 

been closer to 20,000, but Alle-
giant suspended flights to Orlando 
for most of August and September, 
which are typically slow months 
for travel to Florida.

The airline did the same thing 
in 2009.

The 2010 numbers were the 
most passengers the airport had 
seen in a single year since com-
mercial ser vice began here in 
1951 with Eastern Airlines.
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Airport boardings 
keep breaking records
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MANCHESTER, N.H. — Mitt 
Romney brushed aside rivals’ criti-
cism Saturday night in the open-
ing round of a weekend debate 
doubleheader that left his Repub-
lican presidential campaign chal-
lengers squabbling among them-

selves and unable to knock the 
front-runner off stride.

Three days before the first in-
the-nation New Hampshire pri-
mar y, Romney largely ignored 
his fellow Republicans and turned 
instead on President Barack  
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Romney brushes 
off debate barbs 

in New Hampshire
BY STEVE PEOPLES
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AT RISK

ALL EYES ON THE SKIES

C E R U L E A N 

T he moon completely 
covered the sun here 
Monday. It’s an event 

that sounds simple, but it 
had a profound effect on 
those watching it.

If you weren’t in the 
zone of totality at 1:24 
p.m. in Christian County, 
you only halfway 

experienced the eclipse. 
You didn’t experience the 
2 minutes and 41 seconds 
of total eclipse, when the 
day turned into night and 
the sun blossomed an 
eerie florescent halo.

Some people cheered. 
A few screamed out, not 
so much in fear as in awe. 
Others stood motionless, 
staring up. Some of the 
stars — planets, really — 

came out. The horizon 
was the scarlet of sunrise, 
or sunset, everywhere 
you looked.

“It reminds me of the 
first time I saw lava,” said 
Tim Dowling, a planetary 
scientist for the University 
of Louisville. “It’s that 
same visceral feel. It 
grabs you.”
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C E R U L E A N 

P eople have been 
gazing at the moon, 
and shielding their 

eyes from the sun, for 
as long as they have 
walked the planet.

With that in mind, 
you might think there 
isn’t much more 
people would have to 

understand about the 
sun. But David Burns, 
director of NASA’s 
science and technology 
office in Huntsville, 
Alabama, said there is 
still much about the sun 
people need to learn.

“The inside of the 
sun spins four times 
faster than the outside 
of the sun,” Burns 
said, as NASA officials 

passed out solar glasses 
at Orchardale Farm, 
an hour or so before 
Monday’s solar eclipse. 
Studying the eclipse, 
particularly the period 
of total eclipse where 
the sun’s corona is 
visible, gives people 
clues about how the 
sun’s fluctuations affect
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Thousands watch total eclipse 
submerge farm into darkness

Eclipse a win for science and 
Christian County, officials say
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Photo by Greg Eans, Messenger-Inquirer.com | geans@messenger-inquirer.com
The solar corona is seen as the moon eclipses the sun as seen from Orchardale Farm, the point of greatest eclipse, Monday in the town of Cerulean.

Photo by Alan Warren, Messenger-Inquirer/awarren@messenger-inquirer.com
Sixth-graders from Owensboro Middle School South look at the 2017 Great Ameri-
can Solar Eclipse on Monday afternoon while sitting in the outfield of the Southern 
Little League field across Scherm Road from the school.

“It’s been a nice time to take your mind 
off of the problems of the world for just 
a minute.”

—Tom Calhoun
eclipse watcher


