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‘IT’S JUST AMAZING’

ALL EYES UP AS THE SOLAR ECLIPSE MESMERIZED 
THE COUNTY, STATE AND COUNTRY

Over the last two decades, 

Shelby County Jailer Bobby 

Waits’ has seen just about every-

thing, and now he’s ready for 

someone else to step into the 

role.

“It’s a bittersweet moment,” 

said Waits, glancing around at 

the faces in the room during the 

Aug. 7 meeting of the Shelby 

County Fiscal Court where he 

announced his retirement. “It 

took a lot of thinking in doing 

this, but it’s the right thing for 

me.”

Waits last day will be Aug. 

31 and will see him serve just 

more than 20 years in the posi-

tion. In that time he’s been 

named Jailer of the Year in 

Kentucky and has been the pres-

ident of the Kentucky Jailer’s 

Association three times.

In his tenure as jailer, Waits 

has taken the county’s correc-

tions facility from a one-hun-

dred-year-old building housing 

less than 50 inmates to a state 

of the art 316-bed detention 

center. 

Waits said the decision was 

tough, but he made it with 

family in mind.

“I hadn’t planned on it, but 

with the way the retirement 

system is changing, I don’t want 

to take a chance on losing any 

retirement, especially with my 

father-in-law being in declining 

health,” he said. “So the time is 

right.”

Waits is hanging up his keys
Shelby 
County 
Jailer 
Bobby 
Waits is 
retiring 
after 20 
years, 
he steps 
down as 
jailer at 
the end of 
the month.
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Jailer says time is right for departure
By LISA KING 

Sentinel-News Staff Writer
lisa@sentinelnews.com

For a brief moment Monday, the 

sun didn’t shine so bright over our old 

Kentucky home.  But even in the shade, 

Shelby County students found an oppor-

tunity to blossom and grow.

Across the district students filed 

out of their classrooms, protective eye 

wear and thinking caps in tote, ready to 

witness and learn from a rare planetary 

occurrence.

As the planet aligned just right, 

placing the moon between the Bluegrass 

State and the sun, an ominous light sur-

rounded students gazing up in wonder.

Shelby County High School took 

advantage of the rare event, offering 

students not only a learning opportunity 

but also a unique social experience.

“We decided to go outside and really 

celebrate the eclipse,” teacher Lindsay 

Ricke said, noting the entire school 

worked to develop a curriculum around 

the phenomenon. 

“We had cross-curricular activities 

and safety activities and science activi-

ties and then we decided to turn it into 

kind of a community celebration,” she 

said.

The school opened up the track for 

Grade in the shade A moving experience

The excitement in Shelby County 

mounted steadily on Monday as the 

countdown to the solar eclipse reached a 

crescendo at 1 p.m.

People could be seen just about 

everywhere outdoors, getting ready to 

witness the once-in-a lifetime event. 

They stood on street corners, 

sprawled on blankets on lawns, 

arranged comfortable chairs in the 

shade of a tree or even peered out from 

windows and doorways.

Some business, such as Roll 

Forming, held solar eclipse parties fea-

turing sun-themed snacks such as Mars

and Milky Way candy bars.

Patricia Morrow at Roll Forming,

chairman of the plant’s solar eclipse

party, pointed to a colander full of

snacks.

“The reason I put the candy in there

is because of the Mel Gibson movie,

Signs,” she said with a giggle.

“You remember, it’s the movie where

the aliens were destroyed by water,” she

said.

Employees took turns dashing

outside during the hour-long event,

some to peek at a homemade device for

Students learn from the rare solar experience 

Eclipse grips Shelby
By LISA KING 

Sentinel-News Staff Writer
lisa@sentinelnews.com

By ASHLEY SUTTER 
Sentinel-News Staff Writer
asutter@sentinelnews.com

Staff photo by Ashley Sutter
Southside Elementary School students check out the eclipse using 
their modified and improved eclipse glasses. For more photos see 
Neighbors, Section B and visit www.SentinelNews.com

Staff photo by Lisa King
Roll Forming employees Candice Wolfe (from left), Natalie Florence and 
Patricia Morrow organized the company’s solar eclipse party.
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