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Tracking The Early

History of Vine Grove

This series on the history 
of Vine Grove, compiled 
by local historian Paul W. 
Urbahns,  chronicles Vine 
Grove through time and 
will examine a variety of 
materials. 

The history of Vine Grove 
has fascinated many people 
in the local area for years 
and numerous stories have 
been told. Unfortunately,  
much of the time, the stories 
can be confusing and some-
times incorrect. 

It is Urbahns’ goal over 
the next several weeks to 
examine the materials cur-
rently available from nu-
merous sources and work to 
sort out the accurate story.

This week the history 
series begins a detailed 
look at newspapers in 
Vine Grove.

Newspapers of the 
past were more grandi-
ose  than many of today’s 
publications — perhaps 
not in size or color, but 
in content and context. 
Publications today are 
sometimes considered 
pale imitations of what 
made the media a valu-
able member of the com-
munity in earlier years. 

Today, many news-
papers are owned by 
corporations rather than 
local individuals and 
often they are published 
by those with little-to-no 
ties to the local area.

But once upon a time 
a newspaper publisher 
was a member of the 
community and, in most 
cases, the owner was also 
a local resident. They 
strived to make a living 
(or at least to break even) 
in a business which 
many people mistakenly 
viewed as a public ser-
vice.

There was a time when 
small town editors and 
members of the commu-
nity knew one another. 
The ‘news’ of the com-
munity was generated 
by the community — and 
everyone, even if they 
had already heard about 
an event, wanted to read 
about it in the newspa-
per. There was a magic, 
of sorts, when a story ap-
peared in the newspaper. 
People were anxious to 
share their news; others 
were anxious to read 
about it.

It was once common 
for members of the com-
munity to bring in odd 
newsworthy things to 
show the editor of the 
newspaper. Usually 
those meetings were fol-
lowed by an interesting, 
duly noted story in print 
for all to read.

Take, for example, the 
Vine Grove oddity of a  
four-legged chicken. In 
August 1903 Sam Settle, 
of Vine Grove, had a four 
legged chicken. It was 
reported to be perfect 
in every way except, of 
course, for the number of 
legs. In order to enhance 
the value of his flock, Mr. 
Settle tried to devise a 
plan to ensure his hens 
would produce only 
four-legged chicks. His 
story was duly noted in 
the newspaper.

Some newspaper ar-
ticles revolved around 

the everyday lives of its 
readers.

For instance, word 
may have spread around 
town about the fish “that 
got away.” If the tale was 
interesting enough, it 
duly landed in the news-
paper. In such articles, 
the newspaper editor 
would occasionally make 
remarks regarding the 
“source” of the story, 
which allowed readers 
to conclude the validity 
of the tale.

Historically, newspa-
pers reflected the com-
munities in which they 
were published. Luckily,  
the Vine Grove area has 
been served by several 
very good newspapers. 
But, not all of them pros-
pered.
The Weekly Journal

The first record we find 
of a newspaper in Vine 
Grove was in the 1890s. 
Very little is known 
about the newspaper, 
other than its name and 
the cost of subscriptions 
(information actually 
found in another publi-
cation.)

Called The Weekly 
Journal, the newspaper 
was mentioned in a 
rather large article about 
Vine Grove which was 
published in the Febru-
ary 28, 1890 issue of The 
Elizabethtown News

Under the headline, 
“A Booming Town,” the 
article read, “The Weekly 
Journal is the name of 
the new paper started 
here, and is a candidate 
for public favor. Price one 
year, 75 cents; two copies, 
$1.50; four copies, $3.00; 
one hundred copies, 
$75.00 and so on up and 
down.”

It is unknown how 
long The Weekly Journal 
was in publication, but 
clearly it did not gain 
public favor.
Freeman’s Battle Ax

Vine Grove’s second 
newspaper, called Free-
man’s Battle Ax, came to 
life less than seven years 
later. An announce-
ment regarding the new 
newspaper appeared as 
a small, one line item 
on the front page of The 
Elizabethtown News, pub-
lished on November 26, 
1897, which heralded, 
“Vine Grove is to have a 
newspaper.” 

Freeman’s Battle Ax, was 
produced by C.M. Mor-
rison, who had moved 
to Vine Grove in 1897 
from Wilkins, Kentucky, 
bringing his own print-
ing press. The first issue 
of Freeman’s Battle Ax hit 
the streets on Thursday, 
December 2, 1897. 

Who or what Freeman 
was — or why the name 
Freeman’s Battle Ax was 
chosen — is unknown. 
History does not tell us 
whether the name was 
descriptive of a broad-
bladed ax, such as the 
ones used in warfare; or 
if the name was a nod 
toward an unflattering 
term often used for a 
strong-willed person.
The Vine Grove News

The reasoning behind 
the name Freeman’s Battle 
Ax is a mystery. But ap-
parently the name did 

The Vine Grove Sentinel began in 1914 under the direction of Frank L. Woodring and Ben C. “Squire” 
Hill, with Ed Cox as the editor.  In later years Woodring became publisher, sole owner and editor. The 
publication was progressive and its owners reportedly purchased the first linotype machine to be used 
in Hardin County.  While the name may sound familiar to locals, that newspaper has no direct ties to 
The Sentinel newspaper currently in publication. In fact, Vine Grove has had three newspapers to be 
titled with a variation of the “Sentinel” name.

This receipt shows stock for The Vine Grove Sentinel issued to E. F. Vertrees in 1915. 
Shares were sold to help fund the newspaper, which began publication in 1914. When 
the publication went out of business in 1920 an “obituary” announcing its demise 
was carried in newspapers statewide. Vine Grove would go without a newspaper for 
nearly 27 years before its next newspaper (another ‘Sentinel’) would evolve.

not endear itself to the 
local populous. Before 
the end of its first month, 
the name of the publica-
tion was changed to The 
Vine Grove News. The 
eight page, three column 
paper continued under 
the direction of C.M.  
Morrison.

On December 20, 
1897, The Courier Journal 
reported that the local 
publication was “a neat 
looking paper which has 
just made its appearance 
at Vine Grove.” 

The Elizabethtown News, 
in its announcement 
of the new Vine Grove 
newspaper, stated, “not 
as big as the thriving 
town in which it is pub-
lished but promises to 
spread out in the future.”

Yet, the publication 
didn’t spread too far; The 
Vine Grove News was in 
publication for less than 
six months. Vine Grove 
residents wanted to 
know the news, but had 
a difficult time reading 
about it. Like much of the 
country at the time (prior 
to 1900) Vine Grove, with 
a population of approxi-
mately 600 residents, did 
not have enough literate 
adults to make a newspa-
per self sustaining.
The Vine Grove Herald

Ed Cox debuted The 
Vine Grove Herald the 
first week in December 
1900. Nothing further 
is known about this 
newspaper.  But, history 
tells us that within four 
months (by April 1901)  
Cox had been appointed 
as the local postmaster.
Vine Grove Sentinel

There were appar-
ently several years when 
Vine Grove was without 
a local newspaper. The 
next publication to be 
produced was called 
The Vine Grove Sentinel, 
which  began in 1914 un-
der the direction of Frank 
L. Woodring and Ben C. 
“Squire” Hill, with Ed 
Cox as the editor. Shares 
in the newly formed 
newspaper were sold at 

$10 a piece.
(While the name may 

sound familiar to locals, 
that newspaper has no 
direct ties to The Sentinel 
newspaper currently in 
publication. In fact, the 
local community has had 
three newspapers to be 
titled with a variation on 
the name “Sentinel”.)
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The Vine Grove Sentinel  
was produced in a two 
story structure built in 
1883. The building no 
longer stands, but was 
located on the south side 
of West Main Street in 
downtown Vine Grove. 
At one time the building 
was occupied by Aaron 
Chapman’s Barber Shop, 
next to the body shop. 
Today most members of 
the community identify 
the site where the build-
ing once stood as home 
to Jennie’s Park (a facility 

named in the early 1990s 
in memory of the late  
wife of former Mayor 
Richard Brandenburg).

The Vine Grove Sentinel 
partners were not afraid 
of progress and report-
edly purchased the first 
linotype machine to be 
used in Hardin County. 
It is estimated there were 
over 30,000 linotypes in 
use by 1916, but most of 
those were in large cit-
ies and owned by daily 
newspapers.

It is interesting to un-
derstand that prior to 
the invention of the lino-
type, newspapers were 
produced with wood or 
metal type which had to 
be set in place by hand, 
one letter at a time. 

The Vine Grove Sentinel 
was a full size 23 inch X 
15 inch paper, containing 
eight pages in each is-
sue. Its subscription rate 

debuted at 50 cents per 
year. By 1918 costs were 
increased to 75 cents (for 
local addresses) and $1 
a year (for out of county 
delivery).

As previously men-
tioned initially the editor 
was Ed Cox, but in later 
years Frank L. Woodring 
became publisher, sole 

owner, and editor. 
The newspaper cov-

ered local and county  
information, along 
with editorials on local, 
county, state and even 
national interests.  Like 
most local newspapers, 
The Vine Grove Sentinel 
had “correspondents” 
who provided news 
from neighboring areas.  
Community news from 
Brandenburg, Big Spring, 
West Point, and other 
local vicinities, was re-
ported in the Vine Grove 

newspaper.
Readers of The Vine 

Grove Sentinel were kept 
up-to-date on everything 
of interest — from out-
of-town people visiting 
local relatives, to the 
December 1917 mention 

of a half grown bear 
“ambling along over 
hill and dale in the Big 
Spring area.”

In January 1918, the 
publication even made 
mention of the prema-
ture passing of Jack Hin-
ton’s 38 year old mule. 
In the days before the 
telephone, newspapers 

carried local items of all 
sorts. At the time, news-
papers served equally to  
educate and to entertain.

Ultimately, by August 
1920, production costs 
and a lack of support by 
the community drove The 
Vine Grove Sentinel out of 
business. An “obituary” 
announcing the demise 
of the publication was 
carried in newspapers 
statewide.

Vine Grove would go 
without a newspaper for 
nearly 27 years before its 

next newspaper (another 
‘sentinel’) would evolve.

Next time, the series 
continues a closer look at 
newspapers in the Vine 
Grove community and the 
addition of somewhat ‘royal’ 
proportions to the mix.

Do you have old photos or unusual items that
you’d like to share regarding the history of the

Vine Grove community?
If so, submit a copy of your photos 

or pictures of your items to The Sentinel
and we just might use them in the history series.

Send your pictures to thesentinelrad@bbtel.com


