In a time of trial, especially for them, Kentucky newspapers come through for their readers
By Al Cross
Director and professor, Institute for Rural Journalism and Community Issues, University of Kentucky
In December, as the first coronavirus vaccines were being approved, the Commonwealth of Kentucky bought advertising in most Kentucky newspapers to get Kentuckians ready for the vaccination process. The $281,184 expense was a modest one, among billions of dollars in federal relief money that came to the state, but it was a timely boon for the newspapers. They were suffering from the double whammy of social-media competition followed by a pandemic that eroded even more of their ad revenue.
That ad order was also a recognition: that newspapers are still a good way to reach a large number of people with a broadly important message. And it could also be seen as a reward: for the newspapers’ performance in the pandemic. In perhaps the most challenging year for newspapers in their history, the community papers of Kentucky came through for Kentuckians.
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Description automatically generated]They published special editions devoted to the pandemic. They told the stories of people affected and anguished by it. They published tributes to front-line local heroes. They served as trusted sources of information about a subject that became scientifically confusing and politically contentious. They helped readers separate fact from fiction, and they held public officials accountable.
 (
Soon after Gov. Andy Beshear ordered mask
 wearing
 in public enclosed spaces,
 Kentucky’s oldest paper signified the order.
)Despite their financial squeeze, the newspapers took down paywalls, gave discounts to seniors and businesses, and kept sending papers to people who couldn’t pay their subscription bill, said Jeff Jobe, outgoing president of the Kentucky Press Association and publisher of seven weeklies in Southern Kentucky. His papers also made their body type larger to help seniors spending more time at home.
This report is based on responses to a request for comments and documentation from KPA members, a random examination of Kentucky newspapers at the University of Kentucky library, and continuing research of the Institute for Rural Journalism and Community Issues.
The challenge
The pandemic has been a tough experience, said Alan Gibson, publisher and co-owner of the Clinton County News in Albany: “We have never gone through anything like this. With so many of our local businesses closing, either temporarily or permanently, our advertising base has dropped drastically.  If they aren’t open for business, they have to need to advertise what they are offering for sale. I’ve said many times through this pandemic that I have more to report and more to write about now than ever before, and fewer pages to put it in that ever.”
Even before Clinton became one of the counties with the highest infection rates, Gibson made a “COVID-19” box a standard feature of his front page, and published transcripts of weekly news-media briefings by the Lake Cumberland District Health Department, dropping the gatekeeper role and letting readers see exactly how officials responded to questions.
That was often more revealing than Gov. Andy Beshear’s near-daily press conferences. On Oct. 21, officials said, “The lockdown was abandoned, not because it wasn’t good at controlling the spread of disease, but because society couldn’t live with that level of restrictions. . . . We would recommend that, since there is no way the health department can possibly police every business and every citizen, that everyone not patronize businesses that do not follow the mask mandate.”
To be sure, the performance of Kentucky newspapers was as varied as the papers themselves – from independent rural weeklies that struggled to print even four pages, to a few chain-owned papers that out-of-state corporations closed, to many more editors and publishers who took on the pandemic as the biggest story of their lives.
Some saw it as a chance to prove the worth of their work at a time of existential challenge. Russ Cassady, regional editor of Pikeville-based Appalachian Newspapers, said the attitude of his staff has been, “If we can work through this, we can keep newspapers going through at least a few more generations.”
Cassady said in an email, “Early on in the pandemic, we decided . . . that we needed to be at the forefront of coverage on this issue, particularly in terms of local response and impact.”
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That was the attitude Cynthiana Democrat Editor Becky Barnes had when Kentucky’s first case of the virus was reported in a person from her home Harrison County. She rode with the county judge-executive and the mayor of Cynthiana to Frankfort for a press conference with Beshear, and before they got back they had decided that the newspaper would publish a pandemic extra two days later, and the city and county would pay for it.
"Not everyone, especially in a rural county like Harrison County, has internet connection; not everybody is on Facebook; not everybody listens to the local radio," and some watch TV stations based in Cincinnati, not Lexington, Mayor James Smith said. "Some people in the county didn't even know we had a case in the county."
The Carlisle Mercury did a sample-copy edition for adjoining Nicholas County, and The Woodford Sun made one of its regularly scheduled editions a pandemic edition, paid for by the county, Versailles and Midway with relief funds.
Newspapers can reach everyone in their home counties quickly because postal regulations allow them mail up to 10 percent of their annual circulation in their home county to non-subscribers at subscriber rates.
Sometimes, even a regular edition looked like a pandemic edition. On Nov. 10, the front-page headlines in the Lewis County Herald were “Voters turn out for pandemic election,” “Lewis at 386 cases of Covid-19, 76 active,” “Covid restricts courthouse access,” “Lewis in red zone for second week,” and “Schools remain on virtual learning for now.”
Digital expansion
Some newspapers became more than newspapers, expanding their digital platforms and making their coverage 24/7, doing Facebook Live and YouTube interviews, and not just with local officials.
The long-digital Crittenden Press in Marion interviewed “local restaurant operators, beauticians, financial professionals and small business owners who were either impacted by closures or had information relevant to the situation,” said Allison Mick-Evans, co-owner of the weekly, which has a Facebook page and a YouTube channel, and uses Twitter and SnapChat to send out quick updates.
“We have also maintained our own database of all COVID-19 cases including their age, gender, disposition and outcome,” Mick-Evans added. “From that data source we are able to show weekly and monthly trends.” Several other papers do likewise.
Mick-Evans summed up the work of the paper’s staff of three: “As bad as the Covid-19 pandemic has been on families and communities. it has presented a unique opportunity for newspapers to be their best. . . . It has been an honor.”
Accountability journalism
Health departments and their boards, normally backwaters of local news coverage, became steady front-page news in the pandemic. Kentucky newspapers did news and feature stories about public-health workers and how they were overwhelmed, and also held health officials accountable.
Lexington Herald-Leader reporter Dan Desrochers, doing double duty with data and graphics, exposed shortcomings in the state's tracking system.
When the Lincoln Trail District Health Department said Nov. 30 that it would stop updating its local dashboard, and told local news media to use the state’s website, “We pushed back,” said Forrest Berkshire, editor of The Kentucky Standard in Bardstown.
	“Some of the state’s info was either way behind (deaths) or did not even provide some of the details we had been using to cover this pandemic,” Berkshire said in an email. “The health department agreed to start emailing us the current info that they had so we could use it for reporting.”
Berkshire added, “I think sometimes the public does not realize how much work just collecting the information is for the news that we put out. The simple fact is, there is information that would not be put out publicly unless we were there pushing. Newspapers lead the way in that effort, from the local to the international level.
“This might be overstating it, but I often see small newspapers’ relationship to the broader, national-level news ecosystem almost like plankton is to the ocean's ecosystem. It’s small and rarely noticed by beachgoers and fishermen. But without it, the whole system would collapse and there would be no whale watching or sport fishing (full disclosure: I never took an ecology class in college).”
Deeper reporting
The virus affected almost every aspect of life in Kentucky, making almost every story a pandemic story and adding new angles to continuing stories.
The Todd County Standard, which has focused on the county’s shortage of broadband, did a story headlined “Connecting in Covid: Todd County continues struggle to get decent internet; everyone suffers,” especially children who have to learn online.
Many papers did stories about the struggles of students, parents and teachers, and more broadly, families and children. The Herald-Leader’s Linda Blackford moderated a “Learning Curve” live, online event about education during the pandemic, with Beshear, the state school board chair and higher-education officials.
The Hazard Herald, part of Appalachian Newspapers, reported that the local foster-care center expected an increase of foster children following the pandemic. The Bourbon County Citizen was one of the first to report an increase in drug overdoses in the pandemic.
Church is an important part of life for Kentuckians, and newspapers reported how they were dealing with the pandemic.
	“We looked at how local ministers were getting creative to reach their congregations,” said Corbin News Journal Editor Mark White. “Some held services virtually through platforms like Zoom and Facebook Live. Others started holding drive-thru church, as it became known. People would drive to church on Sunday morning, park in the parking lot, and ministers would preach to audiences either via from a stage outside and a loud speaker, or through the use of a short range FM radio transmitter.”
	In Bourbon County, Citizen reporter Pat Conley used an epigram from Matthew 18:20, “Wherever two or three come together in my name, there I am with them,” and quoted from “Eleanor Rigby” by John Lennon and Paul McCartney: “Father McKenzie, writing the words to a sermon that no one will hear. No one comes near.” The first quote was from a priest: “It’s especially a sad time for Catholics, because the Eucharist (Holy Communion) is the central part of our worship.” The story explored many angles, including the pandemic’s effect on church finances.
	Not all stories about churches were features. Some defied Beshear’s order against mass gatherings, and The State Journal in Frankfort reported on one that did – which prompted a warning from the Franklin County Health Department, after which the nondenominational church took its “spring faith rally” online.
Editorial leadership
	At a time of stress for society, the economy and families, some newspapers exercised editorial leadership to help maintain a sense of community and shared purpose. One was the Mount Sterling Advocate, which confronted the problem of misinformation in a March 26 editorial headlined “Let’s help one another, remain united during this uncertain time”:
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Description automatically generated]“Make sure you if you are relying on social media for information, it is from a trusted, reliable source — the governor’s office, CDC, health dept. and Mt. Sterling Advocate, for example. The Advocate is a small business as well, we also rely on your support! We are working diligently every week to bring you the latest updates and news regarding this and other important issues in our community. We encourage you to continue to buy the paper every week, advertise if your business is offering services, sign up for our e-edition, etc.  As our governor continues to say, we are all in this together! We are all one team, we all have to work together, help one another and remain united. We will overcome this!”
	On May 7, the paper gave Montgomery County a pat on the back: “We continue to be impressed locally with what residents, businesses, churches, individuals, etc., are doing to lift one another up. . . . Daily life has changed for all of us, and likely will continue to be different for some time. But we are staying positive here as best we can and helping to be there for another, and we are doing so in some fun, unique and creative ways. We hope this outpouring of support for one another continues! We are better as a team and better together! We are proud of our community and the level of outreach we’ve seen over the past several weeks during this uncertain time. We will get through this together!”
	Some newspapers used creative presentations to send subtle messages about recommended public-health measures, some of which were unpopular. The News-Enterprise in Elizabethtown filled half its editorial page one day with portraits of local officials and other well-known people wearing masks. (Top half of page is shown.)
	Editorials also kept local officials accountable. When the Anderson County Schools said the state’s directive that students “shall” wear masks at all times, unless seated at their desks and socially distanced, was open to interpretation, Anderson News Editor-Publisher Ben Carlson said the school district was “sending mixed signals when it should be sending absolutes.” Carlson said that wasn’t fair when “any local business taking similar liberties is subject to the full fury of government, up to and including being shut down.”
Creativity
	As the pandemic wore on and pandemic fatigue set in, newspapers found new ways to make the topic fresh and keep readers focused on it.
	The Adair County Community Voice ran a “Kill the Covid Contest,” a scavenger hunt for small, pandemic-related graphics hidden in one of its regular special sections on health and wellness, which is sample-copied to everyone in the county. Much of the section was devoted to stories about the pandemic, several from Kentucky Health News, which provides dozens of stories each month without charge. The front page regular section of the paper was also mainly about the pandemic; the lead story was “The unpredictability of Covid-19: Family shares experience after exposure to virus” and below that was a historical piece: “We’ve been through this before,” about the 1918 flu pandemic. Other newspapers did similar stories.
[image: ]	College newspapers had to adapt, too. The Bridge at Somerset Community College was one of several that went completely digital, since all instruction went remote in March. ”Articles we already had were updated and additional columns were included to give student perspective on the pandemic,” Co-Adviser Stuart Simpson said. “The PDF issue was emailed to everyone in the SCC community. Required to work remotely without advanced warning was tricky, and Jeff Harris, the other advisor, and I were proud of what the students produced.”
Community
	While the pandemic put newspapers under duress, it also brought pleasure and pride in good work.
	“The thing we have done that I am most proud of is for four weeks through part of April and May we ran two color pages a week honoring the essential workers in our county,” said Dana Brantley, editor of the Ohio County Times-News. “We asked people to submit photos (free of charge) of an essential worker they would like to honor. It was our way of honoring and thanking those whose work was/is so important to us during the time of a worldwide pandemic.”
	But there has also been pain, and loss. One of the saddest stories about the pandemic must be the one written in early December by Dave Taylor of the Hancock Clarion in Hawesville. It began, “This was not the story I was supposed to be writing.” Rather than a story about how he and office manager Tomi Mathew “had both battled Covid-19 and won, each on our own stubborn ways, and each with such disparate symptoms,” it was a story about her death, at 63.
	“Tomi's sudden death was a shock to us all here at the Clarion,” Publisher Donn Wimmer said in an email. “This has been tough on all of us. . . . I had some real good candidates for her job but we all decided we all could pitch in and do what Tomi did until the pandemic was contained and then consider hiring someone. Our business is holding up financially because we have produced two special sections in the last few months. That has helped. We received the first PPP and were hoping to get the PPP again but it looks like we will not qualify this time. I gathered my staff together to get them to go along with my new plan. I said lots of newspapers are downsizing but we are not! We are going to upsize and produce the best weekly newspaper in the area.”
	Donn Wimmer, one of Kentucky’s longest-serving publishers, exemplifies the people who own and run Kentucky’s newspapers. They’re immersed in their communities, and their mission in life is to serve them. That has become more difficult than ever, because of technology and (temporarily) biology, but they persevere. As Alison Mick-Evans said, “It’s an honor.”
Dave Taylor’s observations for KPA, his story about Tomi Mathew and other examples of pandemic coverage follow.
 (
Pandemic performance makes public realize local newspapers are the best sources of information
By Dave Taylor
News Editor, Hancock Clarion
I was unaware at first that Tomi had tested positive for COVID-19 because I myself was quite sick with it, and by the time she texted to check on me and to tell me she had it too, she was also very sick. 
But she wasn’t old, she wasn’t feeble, so I just knew she’d be OK in a couple of days and we’d share stories, and a little bond, because of our encounters with coronavirus. 
When she died, it cast a pall over the office and left silence where there had been her loud “good mornin’” and confusion over where we order new printer toner and where we keep the new red pens.
She was the foundation for much of the operation of the office and with her gone we were left swaying in shifting winds. 
In recent years we journalists have found ourselves competing not against other forms of news media but against posts on sites like Facebook by members of the public. This has hurt our status as the place to go to for information, but I believe that our actions during COVID-19 and otherwise have refocused the public’s perception that we are still the place to go for reliable, accurate information.
Beginning in March the Clarion offered free subscriptions to anyone who wanted one, in an effort to remove the barrier between the public and information.
We also removed the pay wall on our website for all stories related to COVID-19, and we continue those practices today.
When businesses hurt, newspapers hurt, so when coronavirus restrictions shuttered some businesses and fears over being in public sent other businesses’ customers to online retailers, our ad revenues suffered too.
But while our revenues have swooned, our reputation as an information source has improved. The public saw that posts on someone’s social media page were often wrong or exaggerated, but stories in our paper could be trusted.
Social media isn’t vetted; newspapers are. We have stated and established standards for ethics and accuracy. That, I believe, will be the saving grace of true journalism.
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Heaton urges compliance

with health guidelines
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Mayor Dick Heaton is urg-
ing the community to adhere to
state health recommendations in
an effort to prevent closures and
shutdowns. The request came
during Friday’s video shared on
the city’s Facebook page and

Bardstown Mayor Dick Heaton addresses the community in a
video message Friday. Heaton is urging residents to wear masks
and cooperate with other health initiatives.

YouTube Channel and stems
from a continued increase in re-
ported positive COVID-19 cases.

“Kentucky has had a very
tough week. Bardstown and Nel-
son County have had a tough
week,” Heaton said in his ad-
dress Friday. “For Kentucky, this
is the third week in a row with a
record number of cases.”

While local numbers have not
been as drastic recently, Heaton
said there were 55 new cases re-

Mayor: ‘This is not political. This is public health

ported in Nelson County in the
first half of the week, with 16 of
those cases on Thursda

“That’s a very
trend,” he said, addin,
day’s numbers were
available, but he expecte
numbers to be higher as w
“It’s really worrisome for u:
who are responsible for publ
health. My fear — and it’s b
See HEATON, page A2
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Not all heroes wear capes...

SHOUT OUT to Ohio County Essential Workers!

Your sacrifice has not gone unnoticed! We appreciate you!
During this time of crisis, i’s hard to get up, get dressed and step out onto the frontlines
every day. However, the people you see here, and many others, get up and do it every single day
without hesitation. Whether you're healthcare, fast food, essential retail, truck driver, media, etc.
allof us at the Ohio County Times-News along with your family and friends want to say...

Thank You!

We pray that God will wrap you in His arms of protection and keep you all safe.
Our thoughts and prayers are with each and every one of you.

We are OHIO COUNTY and we WILL GET THROUGH THIS!

Jennifer Taylar
irst United Bank

KristiTribble:
Business Office Mgr, Caretenders Home Heslth

Felicia Geary,
RN Case Mg, Caretenders Home Heslth

Kenda Radelift
RN Case Manager, Caretenders Home Health

‘Angle Hudnall
RN Case Manager, Caretenders Home Health

Heather Money - Occupational Therapy
‘ssistant, Caretenders Home Health

Chevie Conner
Ohlo County Healthcare

Donna Campbell
Hillerest Nursing Home

 Dana Baggarly - RN Patient Care Coordinator,
Caretenders Home Health

Kristen Ralph
RN Case Manager, Caratenders Home Health

Chrlstle Cooper
Scheduling Specialist, Caretenders Home Health

Chaney Jefftles-Mayer
RN/Account Executive, Caretenders Home Health

April Cardwiell
RN Case Manager, Caretenders Home Health

lson - Green River Correctional Complex
‘Captain of Cromuell FD, Member BD FD

Misty Wagler
RN/Branch Directar, Caretenders Home Health

Office Assistant, Caretenders Home Health

Ronnie Renfrow
Social Worker, Caretenders Home Health

‘Anna Marle Watson
Home Health Aide, Caretenders Home Health

Jamett Embry
Physical Theraplst, Caretenders Home Health

r

&
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Megan Raymond
Caretenders Home Health
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Heroes

Tabatha Ann Highbaugh, Supervisor;

Irene Recinos, Qually Tech at Berry Global.

Savannah Nicole Ramsey.
Pharmacy Tech at Alfords
Pharmacy.

Jerry Carwile, PRN and EMT.
Edmonson & Franklin Amb Jinvi
Services

Tanner Duncan, EDTech at
Greenview Hospital.

Laura Ashley, nurse at
Edmonson Nureing Home.

Amy Thomas, DNP, APRN
Family Medical Center

Rose Mary Goins has worked
atTwin Lakes Reglonal
Medical Centerfor 40 years.

‘Ann Marie Hemmer, MD.
Family Medical Center

Michelle Haycraft, CNA ot the
Edmonson Center

Barbara Spencer, LPN
Family Medical Center

Miyra Sanders, RN CCRN CNIV.
BG Medical Center

Janet Corey, Donna Shackley, Melody Hatfeld,

ent, Rebecca Campbellat Limestone Bank.

Brandy Pierce, APRN
Family Medical Center

the Medical Center.

Marilyn Lucas, CCU nurse and Dee Overturf from

Johna Hammons Walden RN a
Med Center Bowling Green

5o thankful for all of the community
heroes serving our needs during this
pandemic fime.

Sam Warnell, PharmD
' Nathan Vincent, PharmD
Edmonson Drug
W Company, Inc.

- (270) 597-2386

100 Park Place, Suite A+ Brownsuile, KY 42210

THANK

COMMUNITY
HEROES!

EDMONSON COUNTY
MAGISTRATE DISTRICT #5

JOHNNY BROOKS

Edmonson
County Clerk
KEVIN
ALEXANDER
Thank you (o all who have been on the
front lines during a time of crisis! TO ALL FRONT LINE WORKERS e oermmAuTODETARY
EDMONSON COUNTY JAILER Thank you for your service to this community. S o Al oot utomath s
HANK VINCENT We appreciate you and allyou do! sommiean G Cwehimion

We are proud of our Community Heroes!

This special feature will be running weekly during the Covid-19 Pandemic. If you have someone to submit please e-mail ednews@windstream.net.
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An overview of Somerset Community College during the coronavirus crisis

Commencement is postponed, other events are canceled

Virus forces distance learning for the semester

By Ray Hunter ommendations from the Cemter for
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SCC helping healthcare workers
in battle against coronavirus
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items they need in ther figh fo wreat  ufactring (3D Prining) program has: ¢

and prevent e spread of COVID-19. - provided thousands of face shields o «
In early April, SCC provided more  various healibcare providers in the. 5. Lk

han 100 st wbes and loaned two  area, including mursing homes, EMS
\entltorsand e iPap machines to o M3 Classtooms tall SCC campuses and centers wilemaln emty for the remlnder of tissemester as the
o and o biFap b See3D PRINTING, page 13 . jage continues to practice distance learning. All on-campusactvities for Aprl have been cancelled.

Remembering Dr. Howard and Russ Day -Page 4 —INSIDE THIS ISSUE— Adjusting to the new reality - Page 5

Student Ambassador
application deadline
extended to April 30

—PAGE12—

SCCS president says.
allegeis ready
for changes ahead

—PAGE3—

Student programs
for physical,
mental health

AStudent Publcation For Somerset Community ollege - orThe Stdents, By The tudents - Check out our Facebook page @S(CThe rdge




image5.png
Clarion loses devoted
employee to COVID virus

By Dave Taylor

This is not the story I was supposed
to be writing. This story was supposed
to be abouthow I and Hancock Clarion
office manager Tomi Mathew had both
battled COVID-19and won, each in our
own stubborn ways, and each with
such disparate symptoms. It was a
story of the curiosity that one virus
could affect two people in the same
office in such wildly different ways.

But on the morning of December 7
that plan took a horrifying turn when
Tomi succumbed to the virus.

She’d always taken the virus very
seriously, cleaning her areas of the of-
fice regularly and emphasizing often
that it wasn’t like the flu, so when I
found out on Wednesday, November
18 that I'd had a known exposure the
weekend before, she panicked a little
and worried about her family and the
upcoming Thanksgiving holiday.

‘Tomi loved cooking for huge groups
and told stories about cooking at Yel-
low Creek Baptist where she was a
member, so Thanksgiving was right up
her alley.

She pushed me to get a test so she
could plan for her Thanksgiving, which
1 at first resisted because I had to quar-
antine either way, and I said the only
way for her to know if she could safely
gather with her family was to get tested
herself. I finally relented and she and
I each got tested on November 20, with
my results coming back positive as ex-
pected, but hers was negative.

“Lord what an awful test,” she texted
to me the day of our tests. “Never got
my vitals checked in a parking lot be-
fore.”

She knew I'd begrudgingly gotten
my test and she knew how much I
loved cars, so her next text was about
how her Mini had a feature to encour-
age better fuel economy by using a
graphic of a fish that jumps out of its
bowl if you accelerate or brake too
hard.

She was excited about that little fish.
Tomi was always excited about every-
thing.

She loved auctions and yard sales
and a good deal. We were kindred in
that way. We were junk buddies. I knew
when I got a deal on a midcentury
modern chair she would be excited
about it even if no one else was. We
loved swapping stories about buying
something cheap and how much it was
really worth.

One day she told me to go out to her
little Miniand get what was in the back.
It was two vintage acrylic ashtray
stands that she’d had for more than 20
years that she wanted me to have.
They were pretty modern and she said
she figured I’d like them, and she was
right.

She was enthusiastic about what oth-
ers loved. She’d send me pictures of
old Volkswagens that she found while

she was out at yard sales, and she’d
bought a box of vintage taillights that
she couldn’t identify but they were a
good deal and she knew I'd like to see
them and try to figure out what they
were from.

From Thanksgiving to this week, we
both had COVID-19. I started out feel-
ing great but soon got very sick just
before Thanksgiving, so when Tomi
texted on November 24 with problems
with QuickBooks I tried to help
through text but I avoided going near
the office, but we decided I'd be bet-
ter in a few days and we’d get it all
sorted out.

It wasn’t until she texted on Thanks-
giving to check on me that I knew
she’d been sick at all.

“Hope you are ok,” she texted on
Thanksgiving morning.

I'wasn’t OK at all and had been run-
ning a fever for days and felt terrible,
but I'm a “walk it off” kind of guy so I
told her I wasn’t bad and asked how
her Thanksgiving was going.

“I've stayed home because of the fe-
ver,” she said. “And everything hurts.
Is that how it was for you.”

My everything hurt too and it was
hard to hear her say that, butItold her
I was super achy and that I'd had a fe-
ver.

“Great,” she said, with the deadpan
reading clear through the screen.

She asked again about me coming
in to fix QuickBooks and I said there
was just no way because I felt too bad.

On December 11 asked if she was
feeling any better. She replied on De-
cember 2 with a scary reply.

“I'm going in to hospital tomorrow.
Not worth a million. Are you ok,” she
said.

Itold her I'd been to the emergency
room twice but that they hadn’t kept
me and I asked about her main symp-
toms.

“Can’t get a shower. Numbers below
70. Sounds like ball,” she replied.

I continued to feel terrible and Tomi
did too, but she was being taken care
of by her beloved husband Brent and
my sister had come to stay with me,
but we finally checked in on each other
again on December 6 when I texted to
ask if she was feeling any better be-
cause I finally was.

Her reply at 3:57 p.m. was ominous.
It was also the last one [ ever got from
her.

“I have wires and tunes and oxygen
and a nebulizer and drugs,” she said.
“Still.on my my back.. I have had
enough and no energy. What about
you. Are you ok.”

She always asked if [ was OK. [ was
getting better. She was not OK.

A little more than 12 hours later she
was gone.

Funeral services are pending at this
time.

dave.hancockclarion
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